Tips for Writing Formulas in Excel
1.  Make sure every formula starts with an “=” sign.

2. Use the following symbols for mathematical operations:

	Add
	+

	Subtract
	-

	Multiply
	*

	Divide
	/


3.  To put a group of cells in your formula, type the cell reference of the first cell, then a colon, then the cell reference of the last cell. For example A1:A8

4.  Some useful functions: 

SUM(A1:A8) – adds up the values in cells A1 through A8

AVERAGE(A1:A8) – finds the average of the values in cells A1 through A8 (You MUST spell out the whole word)

PRODUCT(A1:A8) – multiplies the values in cells A1 through A8
NOW() – gives the current date and time (make sure the cell is formatted for date)
TODAY() – gives the current date (make sure the cell is formatted for date)

MAX(A1:A8) – returns the largest number in the list


MIN(A1:A8) – returns the smallest number in the list

