Digital Photography
Ms. Hayes
Fine Arts Department
GRADE:  11, 12
HALF YEAR Fall 2010
WEIGHT:  College Prep

CREDIT:  .5

PREREQUISITES:  Intro to Fine Arts, Studio Art 1
TEXTS:  
The New Photography Manual: The complete guide to film and digital cameras and techniques

Steve Bavister, Lee Frost, Rod Lawton & Marek Czarnecki
ISBN: 0-8118-6050-7

            Additional reading materials will be provided in class.
DESCRIPTION:  

This elective course provides students with the skills to take, alter, print, critique and appreciate digital photography. This approach will be taught from both technical and aesthetic perspectives. Students will learn how to control the functions of a digital camera and create a balanced and interesting composition. Students will learn how to manipulate their digital photographs through the use of Adobe Photoshop Elements 2.0 and will have an introduction to the Adobe Creative Suite 4. Digital file organization will be explained and practiced. Students will also learn how to attain a high quality print with the technology provided. 
We will examine the history of photography with an emphasis on social realism during the twentieth century.  Two major projects will be required.  The first project is a photo calendar to be completed at the end of the first quarter.  The second project will be a photojournalism project documenting a-day-in-the-life of either themselves or someone else. In addition, students will engage in short-term photo assignments throughout the semester in order to practice and perfect the techniques introduced in class. Along with vocabulary, writing assignments, critiques and formal assessment, students will work toward completing their 12 piece photojournalism exhibition to be presented to the class.
OBJECTIVES:  

· know the distinction between digital photography and 35mm photography
· practice techniques to improve photo composition and technical skills
· expand their practical knowledge of Adobe Photoshop Elements and its purpose through practice exercises and short assignments
· understand and practice electronic file organization skills, including naming conventions, folder organization, and back-ups 
· recognize the historical background of photography in the United States and the social impacts of photojournalism in America during the twentieth century
· identify the features of a quality piece of photography 
· understand printing processes, color theory and paper quality in relation to the digital photograph
· create connections between compositional perspective, the power of imagery and the message they are trying to communicate to the viewer
· expand vocabulary in reference to photography by articulately participating in class discussion and critiques
· practice writing skills through journals and artist statements
· utilize the library and internet as tools for supplementary research
OUTLINE:
Quarter One:

    Digital Photography 
· Introduction to digital photography equipment and procedures
· History of photography
· Photo critiques

· Adobe Photoshop techniques, scanning and printing
· Photo calendar 
   Writing:

· Journals
· A general artists statement

· Artistic intent statements to accompany photo assignments

    
   Vocabulary:

· Digital photography terminology

· The elements and principles of design

· Terminology for critiquing artworks 
   
Quarter Two:

   Digital Photography:

· History of photojournalism in the twentieth century
· Composition and imagery

· Documentary photography methods

· More advanced Adobe Photoshop techniques 

· Photo critiques
· 12 piece photojournalism project (a-day-in-the-life)

   Writing:

· Journals

· Artistic intent statements to accompany photo assignments

· Two page artistic intent essay to accompany photojournalism assignment

    
   Vocabulary:

· Digital photography terminology

· The elements and principles of design

· Terminology for critiquing artworks
· Photojournalism terminology

METHOD OF EVALUATION:  assessment will be based upon quizzes (60%), which students will understand to include specific assignments done out of school as well as in school quizzes. Two major photo projects (30%). Homework and class participation (10%).  
HOMEWORK: Students will be made aware of the weight of each assignment as it is given. Late homework assignments: will not be accepted or graded. Quiz level assignments will be docked 10 points per day late. Major projects will be docked 10 points per day late. 

Absent students should email in assignments, acceptable in low resolution, final form until they are back to school. Students who are absent on test/quiz days should contact me the day they return to school to schedule a makeup test/quiz.
SUPPLIES NEEDED

1. Digital camera and memory card
2. USB cable to connect camera to computer if needed
3. Digital Photo paper (glossy or matte) (4x6 and 8.5x11)
4. Sketchpad
5. Folder or binder to keep photos and handouts
6. USB drive for digital file storage
7. (Optional) 8.5x11 portfolio with plastic sleeves to protect photos
8. (Optional) Memory card reader.

It is important to be prepared for every class. It is the student’s responsibility to fulfill all requirements. 

I am available before, during and after school in the Library/Media Center.

