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Texts: 

The Bible.   (The New American Bible available online)
Semester 1:
Harcourt Religion Publishers.   Journey Through the Old Testament.  Orlando: Harcourt 

                             Religion Publishers, 2006. 

Semester 2: 
LeCompte, Teresa and Rev. Robert J. Hater, Ph.D.   Journey Through the New Testament.  Orlando: Harcourt Religion Publishers, 2006.

Supplementary Texts:   Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Purpose:  The purpose of this course is to help students to become familiar with the important people and events of the Bible.  The course teaches students how to find the intended meaning for which the Bible was written--within its literary, historical and theological contexts--as well as to discover the relevance of the Bible for them as contemporary persons of faith.  Intended outcomes of the course are to foster a growing love for the Bible as a valuable companion in students’ lives and to integrate scripture within the liturgical and spiritual experiences that are already a part of their school and parish communities.

Objectives:  Each student will:

· Acquire understanding of key figures and experiences in the Judeo-Christian Biblical tradition, with special focus on the Creation accounts, the Patriarchs, Moses and the Exodus, the Prophets,  the Exile, Wisdom literature, the Gospel portraits of Jesus, the Acts of the Apostles and the writings of  St. Paul;

· Be able to recognize literary styles and techniques throughout the Old and New Testaments;

· Become familiar with the historical-cultural and theological contexts for each Old and New Testament book  in order to gain an understanding of why the book was written and the needs of the audience for whom it was written;

· Integrate Christian faith and moral teachings as found in the Bible and in Church tradition into everyday life; 

· Develop attitudes and motivation to embrace Christian values in daily life;

· Deepen personal knowledge of and relationship to God through prayer and reflection;

· Continue to live out the Gospel message of service;

· Continue to grow in an understanding of the Roman Catholic faith through celebration of sacramental life, Sacred Heart devotion, liturgy and prayer.

Requirements:
1.  Your textbook, Bible, and a separate religion notebook are required for every class.  All notebook entries should be neatly written in blue or black ink or typed in 12 pt. type. Entries should be dated and clearly labeled by chapter /topic.  

2.  Every student will be expected to participate in class discussion and group activities—this is essential for the success of each student and the class as a whole.  Students are expected to arrive promptly to class and to be attentive throughout the class. 

3.  Conscientious preparation of homework is necessary for students to participate fully in each class.  Careful reading and thoughtful individual responses will enhance the quality of the class.  Homework will be handed in for credit or checked in class for quality, completeness and organization.

4.   Creative projects and/or occasional reflection papers will be assigned to highlight certain topics and to aid students’ exploration of the biblical text. Personal experience working with scripture will deepen its meaning for each student.  Major assignments will be announced well in advance of the due date.

5. Quizzes and tests will be given to reinforce course content. 

6. A semester exam will be given at the end of each semester.

Personal and School Policies:

1.  Each student is expected to be prompt and prepared for every class.  Gum chewing, eating and drinking are not permitted in class.  Students are expected to adhere to basic rules of classroom discipline and decorum, with an emphasis on respect for others.

2.  The written portion of all major projects and all reflection papers must be typed according to standard format  (See Student Handbook, pp. 47-48).  All work that is not required to be typed must be handed in on loose leaf or neat edge/perforated paper (no spiral edges!) and written in blue or black ink.

3.  Please refer to the Student Handbook for all policies concerning the honor code, academic dishonesty,  cheating, plagiarism and class discipline  (p. 14 ff).

4.   Please refer to the Student Handbook for school policies regarding tardiness, absences, and make-up work (pp. 31-33).  Generally, when a student is absent she should e-mail any major/long-range assignments due on that date and contact me the day she returns to school to receive subsequent assignments.  For planned absences, previously assigned work is due on the date assigned for the entire class (via e-mail).  A student will normally have one cycle to make up tests, quizzes and additional work missed during absence. (Please note that make-up tests are usually essay in format.)  It is always the student’s responsibility to make an appointment to see me to find out about work missed during absence. 

5.  Late assignments will be marked down one letter grade (10 points) for each letter day late.  For example, if an assignment is due on a Monday but not turned in until Tuesday, the maximum grade received would be a B.  Any assignment not handed in within one cycle will not be accepted for credit.  Work not handed in will receive 0 credit. 

6.  Inappropriate use of technology in the classroom will merit a 0 for the day’s work.  All school regulations will apply.  (See Student Handbook, pp. 38-45)

7.  Extra help is available at a time agreed upon by the student and teacher.

Evaluation:
Major Assignments—Tests/Reflection Essays/Projects—50%

Quizzes




         
      30%




Homework/Participation average                                       20%




Testing Policy: Quizzes and tests are given to reinforce course content both during and concluding each chapter.  Tests, which will always be announced and will usually include a combination of objective and essay questions, will normally occur 3-4 times per quarter.
Class Rules:  Students are encouraged to be open to course content as well as respectful to others in the class, both students and teacher. Every person in the class should be treated with respect: when one person is speaking, the rest of the class should be listening to that person and wait patiently to respond, question, or share a new perspective.  Class will begin with prayer and intentions and end with a new assignment—promptness to class and attentiveness until the final bell will ensure that each student does not miss these important dimensions of class.  Please be prepared with your books and supplies for class each day. All handbook policies will be observed, particularly in regard to proper wearing of the uniform, intellectual honesty, and class discipline.

Homework:  Homework will usually be given after every class and is required to be completed in preparation for the work of the next class period.  It will receive credit based on organization, quality, and completeness.  Answers to textbook questions should always be written in a student’s own words, not copied directly out of the text, unless properly cited.   All homework assignments not completed will receive 0 credit as stated under policies above.

Additional Information:

Current homework assignments/projects will be posted on my web page.  My e-mail address is semmerich@sacredhearthamden.org.   Please feel free to make an appointment to meet with me whenever you have questions or need extra help in Theology.  

