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 Steps in Writing a Term Paper     


The  purpose of your research paper is to inform or persuade your readers about a particular topic.

1.  Consideration of a topic.  You will want to be sure that enough information is available on the topic.  

  
a.  Consult text or reference book for ideas


b.  Consult the Sacred Heart Academy library for listing  by subject, titles and authors. 

c.  Consult your local library.  


d.  Consult the encyclopedia  (articles therein often contain bibliographies as well as lists of other entries in the encyclopedia on related topics.)

 
e.  Compile tentative bibliography 



f.  Submit topic for approval

 
2.  Development of a thesis (point of view) or main idea.  

Writing this statement helps you limit your topic and guide your research.


a.  Revise topic if necessary



b.  Form a hypothesis after preliminary survey of material


c.  Begin notetaking


d.  Submit thesis statement for approval

3. Notetaking and outline


 


a.  Revise thesis statement as necessary


b.  Continue notetaking


c.  Organize and submit notecards and tentative outline

4.  Finish Research 

a. Research to fill in weak spots in outline

    
 b. Finish notetaking 


c.  Compile and submit final bibliography

5. First Draft


Write a first draft of paper


Begin revising draft paying attention to:



-organization of paper; 



- organization of paragraphs



- transitions between paragraphs



- clear sentence structure



- spelling, punctuation and tense

6. Final draft




 

Finish revising


Type or print final draft, footnotes, bibliography, cover


Proofread for errors and correct errors in ink or reprint paper


Submit paper - on time!
See next page for notes.
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NOTES:


The research paper should be from six to ten pages long, excluding the title page, endnotes, bibliography, etc.  


Use a minimum of eight sources, only half of which may be internet sources.   You may find it helpful to refer to your text or to an encyclopedia: BUT none of those will count as  the  required sources.)


As this is a history paper, it is appropriate to write it in the past tense and in the third person.  It is certainly expected that you will offer a point of view, but there is no reason to do so in the first person. Also try to avoid such colloquialisms as “in conclusion...” or “as previously mentioned..”.


Use correct  format for bibliography and citations.  Either parenthetical citation or endnotes or footnotes are acceptable; just be consistent.    Your bibliography should be arranged in alphabetical order (without numbers) by the first word of the entry.  The first line should be even with the left margin with subsequent lines indented.  Each entry should be single spaced; a double space should separate each entry.


Typed/printed papers are preferred and should be double- spaced.  Allow one inch for margins on all sides of your paper, top and bottom, (except on page one where the top margin should be two inches).    Please do not use a cover (it is often bulky or sticks to other papers!).  Simply staple the pages together in the upper left-hand corner.   


The title page should include the following information: top center -- the title of your work (not underlined); lower right -- your name, the course name and the due date of the paper.  


The only pages of your paper that should be numbered are those in the text, beginning with page 2.  The first page of text does not need a number because the wide margin at the top indicates that it is page 1.  Subsequent pages should be numbered consecutively and consistently (centered at the top or aligned with the right margin at the top of bottom).  


Please hand in the final paper with the notecards and outline.  
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A research paper for this history class is more than a presentation of the facts and more than  a retelling of an event already known.  It is the presentation of facts and evidence to support your thesis.    You and your ideas will be in the paper BUT they will be in the form of the facts and evidence you chose to present.   It‘s as if you are a lawyer presenting facts and evidence on behalf of your client (thesis) in front of a judge


A research paper has a thesis, that is, a one or two sentence statement that states the purpose of your paper.    A thesis is the theme around which you will be organizing your paper.  It sets forth  your interpretation of an event or achievement, and that interpretation is supported by FACTS and EVIDENCE. 


Facts and evidence might be:



-specific facts (dates, events such as elections, wars, etc)



-historical documents (primary sources, secondary sources)



-opinions of other scholars or experts (quoted or paraphrased)



-statistics, graphs, etc.

Counterevidence.    Don’t omit facts and evidence that are contrary to your interpretation.  Instead, include counterevidence to show your reader that you are aware of facts which might weaken your case.  Recognizing such conflicting evidence strengthens your presentation as it leads your reader to conclude your have considered a range of evidence.  As you present counterevidence, you may use words such as “although” and “nevertheless” as well as your analysis of the  conflicting interpretations.


Creating a thesis statement is usually not easy.  It requires study and thought, and more often than not is revised and fine-tuned as you collect more information and begin to write. As you compose a thesis statement, think about 


- your interest in this topic.  Why did you want to know more about this subject?


-asking a question about your topic  



 “Why were the Americans able to win the battle of Yorktown?”  


  
“How did John Marshall increase the power of the Supreme Court?”


 -proving (or disproving) a theory or idea.  


An effective thesis is clear and focused; it sets the limits for the scope of your paper.  

It also helps to set priorities for you as you gather research and write. 



Let’s say your thesis statement is  “When the American colonists rebelled against Great Britain, they were motivated by political ideals, not economic gain.”   In your paper you will present the facts to support this interpretation.   You might relate certain events, such as the Proclamation Act of 1763 or the Quebec Act, and the reaction of the colonists, perhaps with some primary source quotations.  Perhaps you will quote another scholar who shares your point of view.  

Include the counterevidence.    The colonists did protest against taxes and countered with the great argument “No taxation without representation!”   You will present this counterevidence and evaluate it in a manner to support your thesis (i.e. the taxes were relatively low).  

