
GIVE CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE!


The words and ideas of other people belong to them, just as their car belongs to them.  It is called intellectual property.  You may use other people’s words and ideas --- as long as you give credit to the author, who is legally and ethically the “owner” of that material.   Trying to pass off someone else's words as your own is called plagiarism and is illegal.


Some information is commonly known, such as the fact that George Washington was the first president of the U.S.   You do not have to cite a source when you are rephrasing information that is considered common knowledge.  

 
1. Always cite a source for a direct quotation, i.e. when you are copying exact words from a book.


2. Always cite a source when you are paraphrasing someone else's idea, or opinion or theory. Paraphrases are restatements of someone else's words, ideas or information in your own words. 


   The opinions and ideas may belong to writers and scholars who have studied the issues and devised new interpretations or conclusions.  

(Be alert also when you write about the opinions or thoughts of historical figures.  We all agree that Copernicus thought the earth revolved around the sun.  But the thoughts and ideas of some people on certain topics are not well known.    For example,  suppose  you write  “Sitting in his tent on  the eve of the battle , George Washington thought he had a good chance of defeating the British the next day.”    Does everyone know what Washington was thinking that evening?  Was a mind reader present?  Or are his thoughts recalled in his writings, or reported by a colleague, or surmised by a scholar?   In that case, you must cite a source, or follow immediately with a quotation or piece of evidence to prove that someone knew what was going on in his mind that evening.     Be on the lookout when you use verbs such as think, believe, worried, wished, etc.  What happens in a person’s mind must be backed up with a citation or evidence unless it is common knowledge. )


3. Cite a source when you are presenting statistics, charts, graphs, diagrams that are not your own. 

4.  Also use a footnote when the information is 


- a controversial fact (“smoking causes stunted growth”)


- a little known fact (“Contrary to popular belief, the Indians who massacred General Custer and the 7th Cavalry were armed for the most part with bows and arrows, while only a few Indians were equipped with repeater rifles.”)


- so precise that it is not considered common knowledge: for instance, Iowa has more square miles of territory than Illinois. {Yes, it’s true but could be disputed by ordinary people:  Iowa, 55,875 square miles and Illinois has  55, 593 square miles!}

````PRACTICE ON CITATION OF SOURCES.  Read each of the following statements.  Is it common knowledge?   Do you think the statement would need a citation?  Why?

1. Washington wondered if the troops could march another mile.  

2. Wyoming has more square miles of territory than Colorado.  

3. Only 58% of all eligible American voters cast their ballots in the 1992 election.

4. Andrew Jackson vetoed the recharter bill for the Second Bank of the United States.. 

5.  As he lay dying, Henry Clay felt sad that he had never been elected president. 

6. The Empire State building is in New York City.  

7.  Thomas Jefferson is the principal author of the Declaration of Independence. 

8.  The Townshend Duties established new duties on tea, glass, lead and paper.   

9.  During the Vietnam War, black soldiers outnumbered white soldiers in the United States army.

10.  Alexander Hamilton worried that his chances of surviving the duel were low.CITATION OF SOURCES


Arrange the following in correct bibliographic form.  Then list the numbers of each entry in alphabetical order. 

1.  James Lincoln Collier and his brother Christopher wrote a book entitled The Constitutional Convention of 1787.  It was published in 1986 by the New York publishing company, Random House, Inc.  

2. On September 22, 1987, page 34, the New York Times printed an article titled “In the Sun Belt, New Predictions of Boom in Jobs and People.”

3.  An excellent biography of Christopher Columbus is by Samuel Eliot Morrison.  The title is Admiral of the Ocean Sea: a Life of Christopher Columbus.  Little, Brown and Company located in Boston published it in 1942.

4.  Larry McMurtry wrote an article for the New Republic which was published in its October 22, 1990 issue on pages 32-38.   The title was “How the West was Won or Lost.”

5.  Alan Bullock wrote The Humanist Tradition in the West.  It was published by  W.W. Norton and Company in New York in 1985.

6.  Europe: A Brief History was written by Tom B. Jones and George A. Rothrack.  It was published in 1982 by the University Press of America which is headquartered in Lanham, Maryland.

To cite Internet Sources

--author’s name (if known)

--title of document, in quotation marks

--title of complete work (if applicable) underlined or in italics

--date of publication (day month year) or last revision (if known); if not 


known use n.d (no date).

--date of access (when you went to this site): day month year

--URL: uniform resource location (a strong of characters that uniquely 


identifies a world wide web site) in angle brackets

EXAMPLE


 Marcus, James G.  “The Return of Iroquois Traditions.”  Native American Information Page.  n.d. 28 October 1999 <http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ ammem/ammemhome.html> 

For a CD-Rom

--author’s name (if known)

-title of document, in quotation marks

--title of complete work (if applicable), underlined or in italics

--date of publication (day month year) (if not known use:n.d)

--pages

--Title of CD-Rom

--CD-Rom (so we known the publication medium)

--electronic publication date

EXAMPLE

Weiser, Jay.  “The Tyranny of Informality.” New Republic 26 Feb. 1996:60-65. Searchbank.  CD-Rom.  Dec. 1999

