GRADING CRITERIA FOR WRITING ASSIGNMENTS




MRS. TYLER

Written assignments are graded on the following criteria.

  

1).  Organization  


- mechanics: avoid misspelled words, run-on sentences, sentence fragments, etc.    


- general: the paper is easy to read! That means the writing is clear not verbose.


- thesis/purpose is clearly stated 


- points arranged in logical manner  


- ideas flow smoothly from point to point, paragraph to paragraph


- the introduction should grab the attention of the reader and let her know what to expect. You may briefly summarize the major points of the paper. There may be a term to define (such as affirmative action).  Perhaps you will start off with a question (or quotation) which will indicate to your reader the answer/s you will be providing (“Has affirmative action accomplished what it was intended to?”) Or you may choose to present an anecdote which leads into your topic. But do state your main topic in the first or second paragraph in a straightforward manner.


-the body presents the material itself.  Here is the evidence to support your thesis; here you will develop your main points.   Keep in mind that it is often more effective to focus on developing two or three points thoroughly rather than to make numerous weak ones.


- the conclusion ties your essay together. It is an opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of the material. Sum up your most important point/s in a convincing manner and include, if possible, an evaluation of the main points.  The conclusion is an opportunity to explain why the subject/event/personality of your paper is significant, what impact it had on future events, how lasting its influence was.


2). Specifics to support the purpose of your essay and to back up general statements.  


- accurate facts: verifiable information that could include evidence such 
as statistics, dates, etc.


- examples: specific instances that provide evidence to support a generalization; an experience most people would have; an anecdote that illustrates your point.

      - details: descriptive pieces of additional information

      - reasons: arguments that help persuade; information you know is true which explains the main ideas; your thinking on the subject presented in a logical step-by-step pattern.  


-opinions held by experts, politicians, well-known figures. You may include direct or indirect quotations.  

3). Thoughtfulness.



-ideas clearly expressed



-main points are analyzed and evaluated



-presentation is thoughtful, reflective  



-writing is convincing, persuasive and/or interesting.  



-concepts demonstrate understanding and insight.

Always, always I am looking for writing that is clear and focused on the purpose of the paper.  Whenever you put pen to paper, think of your audience and your reader. Imagine your reader as a reasonably well-educated, intelligent person; a person who is interested in your subject but has no specific knowledge.  As you write, ask yourself constantly, “Would my reader understand this?” 


Counterevidence.  Rarely is there just one side to a case.  If you are not 100% on one side of the issue, or have some reservations about a certain point, you may express those doubts. You might wish to use a phrase such as “While it is true that....” or “Although it is recognized that......” or “Even though .....”.)

BE ALERT:


- incorrect spelling of separate.  There is “a rat” in separate.  

- use of it’s for the possessive pronoun its.


 It’s is a contraction for “it is,” and the apostrophe represents the missing letter (in this case “i”). It is so hot today.  It’s so hot today!


Its is a pronoun denoting possession. Virtue is its own reward.

The moon cast its gleam upon the water.  There is no apostrophe!

-incomplete sentences: each sentence must have a subject and averb.


-Run-on sentences: two sentences joined without proper punctuation, such as a period, a colon or semi-colon. Wrong: “Julius Caesar was elected dictator for life, he had absolute power.”  To correct it, change the comma to a period, a colon or a semi-colon.  

-consistent use of tense. For history papers write in the past tense.

-sweeping generalizations, as in “Everybody is against affirmative action.”  Perhaps many people are against it but not everybody.  There are several qualifiers you might consider using: almost, frequently, often, sometimes, usually, likely, in most cases;  some, many, most;  tend to, might. 

-sweeping statements, as in “The Parthenon was an amazing building ” or “Julius Caesar was an incredible leader”.  Those statements are true but not articulate.  Tell your reader why the Parthenon was an amazing building; write that it was built high on the acropolis, of lustrous white marble, to perfect proportions, with optical illusions, etc.  

-the use of the first person.  “I will..”  as in “I will show you how democracy developed over several centuries in ancient Greece.”  Such construction is heavy and boring. Replace it with: “Democracy developed in ancient Greece over several centuries.”


For most papers (and all history papers) it is appropriate to write in in the third person. Although you are expressing your point of view, there is no reason to do so in the first person.  

-avoid colloquialisms such as “Thus, as I have proven...” or “...as previously mentioned...” or In conclusion….”

-inappropriate use of slang, such as ridiculous, idiotic, in your face, Caesar’s mom (instead of mother).  The use of slang can be effective, particularly in creative writing.  More often writers run the risk that is it is vague, trite and inexpressive. Use it, if at all, carefully.  

As I read your written work and comment on it, I will use the following symbols; sp for spelling error; frag for sentence fragment; k for awkard sentence; nc for not clear; rs for run-on sentence.

