STUDENT CHECK LIST  FOR A PAPER

Does the introduction get the paper off to a flying start?  Does it arouse interest, give necessary background information and include the thesis statement?

Does each paragraph have a topic sentence?

Does each paragraph have one central thought?

Are the points in each paragraph  arranged logically?

Does each paragraph link up with the previous and following paragraph?

Are transitions used within and between paragraphs?

Are sentence lengths varied to avoid monotony?

Has too much material been drawn from one source?

Do you have too many quotations?  

Have you used quotations from several sources?

Does the language sound like your own?

Have meanderings and unnecessary repetitions been eliminated? 

Is the bibliography in alphabetical order?

Is the paper interesting to read?

Does the paper reflect your best effort?

Have you proofread the paper to double-check the spelling and punctuation?

Is the paper grammatically free from errors?

Does the conclusion summarize the main points of the paper and satisfy the purpose as stated in the 
introduction?

Is the paper’s physical presentation neat and attractive?

Is the bibliography in the correct form and arranged alphabetically?

Is every source that was documented listed in the bibliography?

Have you checked the accuracy of the quoted material?

If the paper is typed, have you double spaced the lines?

If the paper is hand written, have you used black ink and written on only one side of the paper?

