U.S. History

Steps in Writing a Term Paper   

Mrs. Tyler

1. Consideration of a Topic and preliminary bibliography.   
     Consult text or reference book for ideas.

     Compile tentative bibliography 5”x8” cards,  submit minimum 4 sources at this time, (include name of library where found). Sources from the internet and the encyclopedia  may not be used.  I want you to learn to use the library and books!

     Submit topic for approval.   Begin reading and thinking about a thesis.

2. Development of a Thesis    

Submit on a 5”x8” card. (Writing this statement helps you limit your topic and guide your research.  Your thesis statement may be revised as you proceed.)


Submit bibliography  5”x8” cards.  A total of six sources is required.   Sources from the internet and the encyclopedia  may not be used.   


Begin notetaking.

3. Notecards    

Take notes on cards; organize and submit notecards.  Cards must be 5”x8” written on one side with much information.  Minimum 30 well-filled cards.


Revise thesis, if necessary. As you take notes, you will be thinking about how to

organize the presentation of the material.  

 4.  Outline and Rough Draft.   Organize the material and create an outline.   Then begin writing.  The most difficult part of writing are those first few sentences!    

5.  Begin revising draft paying attention to:

        organization of paper 

        organization of paragraphs

        transitions between paragraphs

        clear sentence structure

        spelling, punctuation and tense

6. Final draft  Due  

      Type (print) final draft, footnotes, bibliography, cover sheet. 

      Proofread for errors: correct errors in ink or reprint paper!

      Submit paper - ON TIME!

 
Typed/printed papers should be double spaced.  Allow one inch for margins on all sides of your paper, top and bottom.  The research paper should be from five to eight pages long.  Please do not use a cover.  Simply staple the pages together in the upper left-hand corner.   The title page should include the following information: top center -- the title of your work (not underlined); lower right -- your name, the course name and the due date of the paper. 


As to format for bibliography and footnotes, please use The Resarch Paper published by McDougal, Littell.

